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Greetings alumni and Friends:

First, i hope this message finds you healthy and happy.  While the coronavirus has presented a challenge to all of 
us, it’s important to remember that we will get through this.  Please read more about naU’s response to coVid-19 
here: https://www.national.edu/covid-19/

additionally, i wanted to reach out and let you know that during the last four 4 ½ months in my role as the director 
of alumni & Foundation Services here at national american University, i have been awed by the staff, students, and 
alumni.  all are doing amazing things to ensure that “Maverick Pride” will remain strong, well into the future.

the alumni office serves as a liaison between alumni and the university and provides opportunities for you to stay 
connected to your beloved alma mater, national american University. and, it’s my goal to encourage and foster 
lifelong alumni participation, involvement, and commitment by building, developing, and strengthening relationships 
between all alumni and the university. 

to do this, i’ll need your help.  So please do your part and:

Update you contact information by visiting:  
https://www.naufoundation.org/stayconnected

Visit our Linkedin and engage other alumni at:  
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3071978/

Follow us on twitter: https://twitter.com/alumninaU

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/alumninaU/

Success in building our alumni community is dependent on the par-
ticipation of alumni. the more that our alumni become involved, the 
more robust and valuable our alumni network becomes.

and finally, i want to remind you that, as alumni, you are truly one of 
our greatest voices in the community. You offer a face of success, 
a voice of support, and a visible reminder that “Maverick Pride” will 
continue to resonate through your own life and the lives of those 
around you. 

Be Well, 
Murray Lee 
naU director of alumni & Foundation Services
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ALUMNI NEwS
ALUMNI TUITION BENEFIT 

Effective January 1, 2020 a graduate from a national american Uni-
versity diploma, associates, bachelors, graduate or doctoral degree 
program who enrolls in another national american University pro-
gram or course offering, will qualify for the 10% alumni tuition Ben-
efit.  if you’ve been thinking about “laddering up” your education, 
ask an enrollment counselor about this benefit to alumni by calling:  
(855) 448-2318! 

NAU ALUMNI
LAwRENCE MCCALL

national american University is proud to share the accomplishments 
of our alumni.  

So, it is with great excitement that we announce the recent 
accomplishment of Lawrence Mccall, who was sworn in as the 
new chief of Police for Marlin, texas. this comes after a long and 
illustrious career in law enforcement.  

Mr. Mccall holds a B.S. in criminal Justice (’14) and a M.S. in criminal 
Justice (’15) from national american University, which he earned 
while managing a very busy personal and professional life. 

Lawrence told me that the help he received from his instructors, 
along with the flexibility of online classes, contributed greatly to his 
educational success while at national american University. he was 
also quick to mention that his education gave him the opportunity to 
advance his career in law enforcement. 

chief Mccall is a man of courage and integrity with strong family 
roots that began in chicago, where he grew up.  he told me that it was important to acknowledge his mother as one of 
the guiding forces in his pursuit of higher education.  She is the reason he persisted. 

as i listened to Lawrence tell me about the journey that led him to his current position in Marlin, the word which kept 
crossing my mind was service.  Lawrence is a man driven to serve people and communities.  So, it is fitting and inspiring 
that he will now serve Marlin, texas as their new chief of Police.

Join me in celebrating this accomplishment of your fellow alumnus, chief of Police Lawrence Mccall!
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2020 BIENNIAL ALUMNI SURVEY COMING SOON
Every other year, national american University surveys its alumni to gain insights on how their degrees are helping 
with their careers and to secure feedback on how we can better serve current students. the survey will be emailed 
in april 2020. if we do not have a current email address for you, please update your contact information by visiting: 

https://www.naufoundation.org/stayconnected

NAU ALUMNI
DR. ChARISE BREEDEN-BALAAM

Meet dr. charise Breeden-Balaam. She is one of thirty-seven (37) 
doctoral students who graduated from national american University 
this past december. She has an Ed.d in community college 
Leadership and is determined to become a community college 
president. after speaking with her for the purpose of this story, i have 
no doubt that dr. Breeden-Balaam will achieve her goal.

charise was initially interested in pursuing a doctorate in Social Work 
but made the connection between social work and higher education 
and decided to pursue the doctoral degree in community college 
Leadership from national american University.  

But as those who’ve pursued a doctorate can testify that there is an 
incredible amount of work involved.  it can be grueling, and many do 
not finish.  But this was not the case for dr. Breeden-Balaam.  as she 
stated to me during our conversation, “i was determined to finish.” 

Which is exactly what she did.  

however, it wasn’t easy. Between working hard as a single mother and teaching multiple classes at various community 
colleges, she dedicated time each night to complete her coursework, often working until early the following morning 
to finish. She knew her children were watching and wanted to show them that you can accomplish great things with 
determination and hard work. 

dr. Breeden-Balaam has much to be proud of yet doesn’t fail to recognize others when speaking about her experience 
at national american University.  Whether it’s commending her fellow students for their invaluable support during the 
program, expressing gratitude to her instructors, or recognizing the tools acquired through her coursework at national 
american University, dr. Breeden-Balaam makes it clear that she is thankful for the part that others played in her success.

in closing, i will leave you with these words that dr. Breeden-Balaam has for those who might be reading this or considering 
a doctorate of their own. She said, “if a mother could do it raising two children and working all these jobs, then you can 
do it too. it’s an attainable goal.”

Powerful words of support from a truly inspirational person.  thank you, dr, Breeden-Balaam.

https://www.naufoundation.org/stayconnected
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UNIVERSITY ANNOUNCEMENT: MILITARY  
TUITION ASSISTANCE RENEwS IN OCTOBER!
one of the benefits of being a service member is the 
armed Forces tuition assistance (ta) program. this is an 
education benefit for eligible members of the army, navy, 
Marine corps, air Force and coast Guard. Eligible mem-
bers include personnel that are on active duty, drilling, or 
retired in the regular services or the reserves. the ta 
benefit is separate from the Gi Bill.

take full advantage of military tuition benefits is with on-
line classes that allow for a flexible schedule and start 
every month. national american University also offers a 
military friendly tuition rate.

interested in learning more about military tuition as-
sistance and the opportunities the reset offers? ask an  
enrollment counselor by calling: (855) 448-2318! 

NAU’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19
•	 NAU	 operates	 in	 a	 fully	 online	 environment.	 Ap-

proximately 95% of our staff and faculty work re-
motely. as a result, we are well-positioned to avoid 
any disruption to student support, course schedul-
ing, or ongoing University operations.

•	 NAU	 also	 has	 over	 300	 online	 faculty	 members	
ready to teach you! our experienced faculty popu-
lation gives us an incredible amount of flexibility to 
ensure classes continue as scheduled.

While the coronavirus continues to present challenges 
for students and universities everywhere, we believe that 
naU is well-positioned with our online program offerings 
and remote staff to keep your education on track. the 
naU team is proud to support you in your educational 
journey and we are here should you have any questions.

SUPPORT SChOLARShIPS – hELP ChANGE A LIFE
to donate in support student scholarships, please visit 
https://www.naufoundation.org/donate-today-change-
someones-life or mail to naU Foundation, c/o Ketel thor-
stenson, P.o. Box 3140, rapid city, Sd 57709

NAU hOSTS GRADUATION CEREMONY IN 
AUSTIN, TEXAS
this past winter, 37 doctoral program graduates partici-
pated in the austin-area graduation ceremony, which was 
held on december 7, 2019.  it was a ceremony filled with 
laughter and tears of joy. We’re incredibly proud of these 
graduates!

Pictured (L to R): dr. ron Shape, dr. charise 
Breeden-Balaam (Edd Graduate), dr. Lynn Priddy, 

dr. Lynn Moore, and dr. tyson McMillan  
(2019 Edd commencement Speaker)

https://www.naufoundation.org/donate-today-change-someones-life
https://www.naufoundation.org/donate-today-change-someones-life
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Further your Career with ProFessional 
CertiFiCates with the henley Putnam 

sChool oF strategiC studies

MESSAGE

Are you looking to advance your existing strategic security career?

national american University’s henley Putnam School of Strategic Studies now offers professional certificates in fields 
such as Strategic Security Management, Executive Protection, counterterrorism, and cybersecurity. the program is 
100% online allowing you to enhance your skills, expand your knowledge base, and further your career with professional 
certificates.

the henley-Putnam School of Strategic Security, a school within national american University, provides specialized 
instruction for security professionals. all henley Putnam courses and programs are offered online, so that students 
may customize their schedule to best fit their busy lives. Because many naU students are active or reserve military, 
henley Putnam offers courses available 24/7, and monthly program starts to allow for temporary duty assignments, 
deployments, and Permanent change of Station moves.

in addition to professional certificates, henley Putnam also offers online Bachelor’s, Master’s, and doctoral programs. 
courses are taught by national security professionals who have served in roles in top organizations and have years of 
experience in the field. Programs emphasize professionalism, proactive strategies, a thorough understanding of the 
dynamics of the program area, and a high-level development of skills in intelligence, counterterrorism, and protection. 
certificate courses are designed to be comprehensive and thorough, while at the same time highly-focused and specific. 
Earning professional certificates through henley Putnam demonstrates to potential employers your high level of 
dedication, focus, and understanding of these complex topics. the henley Putnam School of Strategic Studies exists to 
train the next generation of security professionals in order to shape a safer world.

henley Putnam offers more than 30 different professional certificates in various fields of strategic security. if you are 
interested in the field of organizational Security, there are options including Security Management and Physical Security 
and risk assessment. interested in pursuing intelligence Management and operations? consider certificate programs 
in intelligence and terrorism Profiling or intelligence collection and analysis. For individuals interested in nuclear 
programs, there are several options including applied radiologic response techniques, consequence assessment 
and Modeling, hazard Prediction and assessment capability, and nuclear Weapons operations and Policy. Some 
certificates, such as the counterterrorism and Executive Protection certificates, are offered in entry-level, mid-level, 
and senior-level. 

GET STARTED NOW. 

call:  800-209-0182 or Visit: https://www.national.edu/schools/henley-putnam/

Your naU enrollment counselor is ready to help you build a success plan to get you where you want to go. We make 
applying, enrolling—and succeeding—here simple, whether you’re a first-time or a transfer student, active military or 
veteran, or a college graduate ready to earn your master’s or doctorate degree. 

https://www.national.edu/schools/henley-putnam/


ATTENTION ALL ALUMNI!
GET CONNECTED wITh NAU AND EACh OThER

facebook.com/AlumniNAU 

linkedin.com/groups/3071978 

twitter.com/AlumniNAU 

605-394-4976

alumni@national.edu
naufoundation.org/welcome-nau-alumni 
national.edu/alumni/

 

notice: naU and the naU Foundation will never sell or share alumni 
contact information. contact information will only be used for official 
naU and naU Foundation purposes. recipients have the right to 
unsubscribe and opt-out of such communication. 


