
Marissa Jeffery
Receives the Fall 2018 David Donnelly Memorial Criminal Justice Scholarship

Marissa Jeffery of Rapid City, South Dakota, has received the David Donnelly Memorial Criminal Justice 
Scholarship from the National American University Foundation. Marissa, who is enrolled online with NAU, 
is pursuing her Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice. 

“I decided to go back to school in 2017 after many unsuccessful attempts in previous years at different 
schools,” said Marissa. “I chose National American University because they offered a completely online 
criminal justice program. Being a mom and working full-time, I needed to find a program that I could 
easily fit classes around my busy schedule.”

Marissa’s desire to become a probation officer stems from her siblings’ positive interactions with 
probation officers while growing up.

“My siblings, including several foster siblings, were constantly in trouble and always had probation 
officers. I found that profession so interesting. They were helping young kids find their way and become 
better people. To this day, my siblings praise their probation officers.” 

Marissa , who enrolled in August 2017, maintains a 4.0 grade point average and is expected to graduate 
in 2020. 

“NAU has gone above and beyond to help me. This has been such a good fit for me. I am grateful I have 
finally found a program I am interested in and made me excited to go back to school. 

This scholarship is offered in memory of David Donnelly, an NAU alumnus who lost his battle with cancer 
in 2016.  A veteran, David was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army and, at the time of his passing, a police officer 
for the Department of Air Force. He had hoped to one day teach criminal justices courses at NAU. 

To learn how you can change lives with a tax-deductible contribution in support of student scholarships, 
please visit naufoundation.org. 

https://www.naufoundation.org/
https://www.naufoundation.org/

