
NAU Student, Jessica Harper, Inspires Others
With Her Strength and Perseverance 

Jessica Harper, of Skyline Properties, has been selling real estate for over 20 years.  In March 2017, she 
enrolled at National American University (NAU) at its Colorado Springs North location to pursue her 
Bachelor of Science in Management.  

She also has brain cancer. 

First diagnosed in March 2015, underwent surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation for a year and in March 
2016 was given a prognosis that she was in remission. Unfortunately, in May 2018 her tumor came back 
requiring another surgery and chemotherapy to start back in 3 weeks for 6 more months.

“Jessica is such a dedicated student,” said Heather Geschke, campus director. “Even when dealing with 
this difficult news, and on the day before her surgery, she took the time to come to the campus to explain 
what was happening. She had to take the summer term off, but she wanted us to know she would be back 
in the fall to complete the degree she had worked so very hard for.”

Jessica is home recovering and undergoing chemotherapy. Even while facing a long and difficult recovery, 
she remains busy and upbeat tending to her garden, playing bunco with friends, and talking with clients. 
She is committed to defining her future, one that will include her NAU degree. 

“I visited Jessica in the hospital and also at her home,” said Heather, who has drawn great inspiration 
from Jessica’s strength. 

“Our students are like family and Jessica is no different,” said Heather.  “All of us here at the Colorado 
Springs North Campus are missing her and hoping for a speedy recovery. I am very confident that we’ll 
see Jessica this fall and, before long, be celebrating her graduation with her.” 

“She is so strong, enthusiastic and inspiring,” said Heather. “We’re so proud to have her a member of the 
NAU family. She will graduate.”  


