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NATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION AWARDS  

$65,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA – The National American University (NAU) Foundation recently awarded Academic 

Excellence Scholarships to fifty-nine (59) NAU students. 

 

“Academic Excellence Scholarships both reward and inspire academic excellence,” said Jim Olson, President of the NAU 

Foundation. “All of our recipients demonstrate great potential as leaders in their future careers and communities.”  

 

Scholarships are $1,200, $1,500 and $1,800 each for undergraduate, graduate and doctoral students, respectively. Eligible 

students have achieved a grade point average of at least 3.66 and have been enrolled at least half-time for two consecutive 

academic quarters. In addition, independent reviewers consider recommendation letters, an autobiography, career goals, 

volunteer activities and financial need, among other factors, to make their selection.  

 

For many NAU students, a college degree represents a fresh start and investment in themselves, often for their families.  

 

“In 2017, at the age of 29, I decided to take the biggest leap of my life and start school,” wrote Desiree, a scholarship recipient 

who is pursuing an associate’s degree in business administration from NAU’s Roseville campus. “I had battled many years of 

dead end jobs and not being able to find anything better due to only having a GED. I wanted more out of life but didn’t know 

how I could manage that while being a single mother and having to work a full time job.” 

 

NAU’s flexible scheduling and online course options allowed Desiree to pursue college, which resulted in a job promotion. 

 

“I want to be the first in my family to attend college and get a degree, and I have an 8-year-old son that deserves a better shot at 

life, and I intend to provide that.” 

 

“All of our scholarship recipients are so deserving and inspiring,” said Tamie Hopp, NAU’s Director of Alumni and Foundation 

Services. “They are juggling families, work, military service and more, all while working diligently toward their college 

degrees. They are motivated by the opportunities a college degree will offer them and their families.” 

 

Founded in 1967, the nonprofit NAU Foundation has long provided scholarships for students who are excelling academically. 

Since 2011, the Foundation has committed nearly $750,000 for student scholarships.  

 

The NAU Foundation scholarships are sponsored, in part, by several corporate, individual, and alumni donors. To see all 

scholarship recipients and donors, visit naufoundation.org/scholarship-recipients-and-donors .  

 

The National American University Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, proudly supports NAU students and faculty through 

scholarships and professional development funds. More information is available at naufoundation.org.  

 

National American University is a multistate institution of higher learning offering associate, bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 

degree programs in traditional, online, and hybrid formats. Although the university has changed dramatically since its humble 

beginnings in 1941, it remains true to its commitment to offer high quality technical and professional career programs in a 

caring and supportive learning environment. National American University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, 

with several programs separately accredited or approved by national educational and professional associations. More 

information is available at national.edu.  
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