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One Word Sums Up Scholarship Recipient’s  

Reason for Pursuing College Degree: “Opportunity” 
 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM - Byron Akin has been awarded the nonprofit NAU 

Foundation’s David Donnelly Memorial Criminal Justice Scholarship for the 

spring 2018 academic term.  

 

Byron, who with his wife of 15 years is busy raising their two sons, first 

attended NAU’s Albuquerque campus as an undergraduate, where, in 2017, 

he earned a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice. He is now pursuing his 

Master of Management with an emphasis in Criminal Justice.  

 

In 2014, Byron made the decision to return to college after many years in the 

workforce.  

 

“I was unhappy with life and career opportunities,” explained Byron. “I was 

tired of just having a job and I wanted more. I wanted opportunity.”  

 

Byron initially pursued a criminal justice career with the goal of working in probation, however, a change in his 

employment situation while pursuing his degree shifted his focus.  

 

“I began working with the Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless, a nonprofit agency that serves the 

homeless population,” said Byron. “I work as a full-time case manager that specifically assists and advocates for 

clients leaving jails and prisons, helping them access housing and connecting them with behavioral health 

services, substance abuse counseling and employment.”  

 

“Now, I cannot see myself doing anything else. I am hoping that my advanced degrees 

will result in some day moving into a management position with this same agency.”  

 

This scholarship is offered in memory of David Donnelly, a NAU alumnus who lost his 

battle with cancer in 2016.  A veteran, David was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army and, at 

the time of his passing, a police officer for the Department of Air Force. He had hoped 

to one day teach criminal justices courses at NAU.  

 

The National American University Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, proudly 

supports NAU students and faculty through student scholarships and professional 

development funds. More information is available at www.naufoundation.org.   

 

National American University is a multistate institution of higher learning offering associate, bachelor’s, 

master’s, and doctoral degree programs in traditional, online, and hybrid formats. National American University 

is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, with several programs separately accredited or approved by 

national educational and professional associations. 
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