
Matthew D. Padgett

Matthew D. Padgett was born in North Platte Nebraska. Shortly after he was born, he and 
his family moved to the state of Montana, where Matt spent the majority of his childhood. 
It was here that he learned a love for the outdoors and a thirst for service to others in life. 

At the age of 14, he moved to the North Dakota and later graduated from Hazen High School 
in 1997. Later that year, Matt followed his dream and enlisted in the United States Air Force, 
where his service began as a Jet Engine Mechanic on the F-15 Strike Eagle. 

Throughout the next 20 years in the Air Force, Matt served his county through six 
deployments in support of operations in the Middle East and Humanitarian efforts in 
Kosovo. Additionally, while serving, he earned qualifications and served in the positions of 
Aerospace Propulsion Craftsman, Ceremonial Guardsman, Recruiter, Production 
Superintendent, and Readiness Superintendent. 

In 2003, while on a Training Mission to South Carolina, Matt met the love of his life, Amy. 
They were married in 2004 and have three wonderful children, Brianna, Raymond, and 
Katelynn. Amy is currently a nursing student at NAU. 

Matt retired from the Air Force in 2017. Throughout his time in the Air Force, his dedication 
to higher education led him to Associate Degrees in Aviation Maintenance Technology and 
Human and Resource Management. And, in August of 2017, Matt completed his Bachelors 
in Criminal Justice from National American University with a 3.97 GPA. 

Since retiring from the Air Force, Matt has been working for G.E. Aviation as a Production 
Supervisor and Facilitator. Matt, Amy, and the kids dream of moving home to Montana and 
finally settling with permanent roots. 

In recognition of his service to our country, his education success and involvement in the 
community, Matt received the 2018 Distinguished Service Award. 
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